
 

What is the progress check at age two?  

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) requires that parents and carers must be supplied with a short 
written summary of their child’s development in the three prime learning and development areas of the 
EYFS: Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; and Communication and 
Language; when the child is aged between 24-36 months. 
The progress check was introduced to enable earlier identification of development needs so that additional 
support can be put into place. The EYFS Framework does not require the progress check to be completed in a 
prescribed or standard format.  

      The aims of the progress check are to:  

• review a child’s development in the three prime areas of the EYFS;  
• ensure that parents have a clear picture of their child’s development;  
• enable practitioners to understand the child’s needs and plan activities to meet them in the setting;  
• enable parents to understand the child’s needs and, with support from practitioners, enhance development 

at home;  
• note areas where a child is progressing well and identify any areas where progress is less than expected; and  
• describe actions the provider intends to take to address any developmental concerns (including working 

with other professionals where appropriate).  
 

Key principles:  

• should be completed by a practitioner who knows the child well and works directly with them in the setting. 
This should normally be the child’s key person;  

• arises from the ongoing observational assessments carried out as part of everyday practice in the setting;  
• is based on skills, knowledge, understanding and behaviour that the child demonstrates consistently and 

independently;  
• takes account of the views and contributions of parents;  
• takes into account the views of other practitioners and, where relevant, other professionals working with 

the child;  
• enables children to contribute actively to the process 

 

Parents and practitioners should reflect together on what: 
 
• a child likes to do; 
• he/she is trying to master or has just learned; 
• new words/language structures are emerging; and 
• particular interests or patterns in play and exploration are observed at the moment 
• parents and practitioners use this shared knowledge and understanding in order to plan together and think 

through ideas of how to move the child forward.  


